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Entrance Hymn:  Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise                                       

                                                  
Used with permission under license # A-704220 
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Penitential Rite 
 
Glory to God  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give 
you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on 
us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.                                                                

 
Liturgy of the Word 

 
First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
In the first book, Theophilus, 

I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

He presented himself alive to them 
by many proofs after he had suffered, 
appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 

While meeting with them, 
he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for “the promise of the Father 
about which you have heard me speak; 
for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

When they had gathered together they asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 
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He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 
that the Father has established by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
When he had said this, as they were looking on, 

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 
While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 

suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, 

why are you standing there looking at the sky? 
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: #47God Mounts His Throne           O. 
Alstott                            

 
 

Used with permission under license # A704220 
 

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 
Brothers and sisters:  
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
resulting in knowledge of him. 

May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 
what are the riches of glory 
in his inheritance among the holy ones, 
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and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
for us who believe, 
in accord with the exercise of his great might, 
which he worked in Christ, 
raising him from the dead 
and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, 
far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, 
and every name that is named 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

 
And he put all things beneath his feet 

and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:16-20 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, 

to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 
When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. 
Then Jesus approached and said to them, 

“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 
 
Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed:  
   I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  
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    For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful:   
  Our response: “Lord, hear our prayer.”  
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Presentation Hymn: Instrumental 
 
Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 

Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. 
 

Great Amen 
 

Lamb of God 



 7 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us. (Repeat) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us 
peace. 
 

 
Communion Hymn: Peace                                             G. Norbet  
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Closing Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns          D. Schutte 
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Gospel Reflection  

It seems that the risen Jesus remained on earth for forty days, appearing to his 
apostles and speaking about the reign of God. When the disciples’ 
responsibilities were sufficiently explained, he was taken from their sight. The 
cloud is a traditional symbol of the presence of God. The two men in white 
garments who interpreted the ascension recall the two men in similar garb who 
announced the resurrection. In most eschatological passages, the Spirit is 
identified with the endtime. Here the activity of the Spirit is a characteristic of 
the new age, the period between the resurrection and the time of complete 
fulfillment. 
A ritual of enthronement unfolds within this psalm. Two divine titles are 
invoked: Lord and Most High. The first is the personal name of the God of 
Israel; the second is an ancient Semitic title of excellence. The enthronement 
established God’s rule over all the earth and all nations. The kingship of the 
Lord has cosmic underpinnings. The ancients believed that before creation the 
forces of good and evil were in mortal combat. A battle ensued from which 
good emerged triumphant. Following this, the cosmos was reordered, a 
heavenly palace was constructed, and the victor ascended the throne to rule 
over all. If the kingship of God was commemorated in Israel, this story would 
have been in the consciousness of the people. 
The author of Ephesians prays for a threefold spiritual enlightenment: the 
hope of the calling from God; the riches of the glory of the inheritance of the 
holy ones; and the surpassing greatness of God's power for those who believe. 
These marvels have already taken place; it is for the believers to acknowledge 
them. The power referred to belongs to God. It was God’s power that raised 
Christ from the dead and seated Christ in the place of honor in heaven; it was 
God's power that made all things subject to Christ and exalted Christ as head 
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of the church. It is this same power that enables the members of Christ’s 
exalted body to share in Christ's fullness and exaltation. 
In the account of the commissioning by Jesus, the disciples return to Galilee 
and see Jesus on the mountain. They worship him, but with incomplete 
understanding. The commission that Jesus confers is straightforward and all 
encompassing. The disciples are told to go out and make disciples of all 
nations. This will be accomplished by baptizing and teaching. The disciples are 
told to baptize in the threefold name of the Trinity. Those baptized are 
plunged into the mystery of that name and recreated as new beings. Social or 
cultural boundaries are dissolved; ethnic and gender restrictions are lifted. 
The specific teaching alluded to is moral rather than doctrinal. Those who hear 
this teaching are to observe what Jesus commanded. 

 
Used with permission. Liturgyhelp.com. Diane Bergant 

 
 
 
 

 
 


