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       The King of Love, My Shepherd Is                 St. Columba 
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Penitential Rite 
 
Glory to God  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give 
you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on 
us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.                                                                
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Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:14a, 36-41 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: 
“Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and they asked Peter and the other apostles, 
“What are we to do, my brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

For the promise is made to you and to your children, and to all those 
far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with many 
other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation. “Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand persons were added that day. 



Responsorial Psalm: #23 The Lord is My Shepherd   O. Alstott                            
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:20b-25 
Beloved, if you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, 
this is a grace before God. 
For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. 
He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
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When he was insulted, he returned no insult; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. 
He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, 
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you had gone astray like sheep, 
but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
 

Gospel Reading: John 10:27-30 
Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 
but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 
But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, 



he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice. 
But they will not follow a stranger; 
they will run away from him, 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, 
the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so they 
might have life and have it more abundantly. 
Homily 
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Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed:  
   I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  
    For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful:   
  Our response: “Lord, hear our prayer.”  
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Presentation Hymn: Instrumental 
 
Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 

Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. 
 

Great Amen 
 

Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us. (Repeat) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us 
peace. 
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Communion Hymn: Shepherd Me, O God                       
 M. Haugen 
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Closing Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee           
Hymn to Joy 
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Gospel Reflection 

   The fourth Sunday of Easter is sometimes known as Good Shepherd 
Sunday. In the three different cycles of the liturgical year, the gospel 
on this Sunday comes from John, chapter 10—an extended discourse 
by Jesus on the image of himself as the good shepherd. This year the 
reading is the beginning of the chapter and stops just immediately 
before the words, “I am the good shepherd.” 
   Our understanding of this whole image and the scene that is set in 
today’s    passage is very dependent upon a contextual understanding 
of the times. Whilst shepherds were generally regarded as being little 
better than criminals, they often put their lives in danger to tend to 
their flocks. Of a night time, several flocks of sheep would be penned 
in a communal sheepfold, usually made of stone walls. There was only 
one entrance to the sheepfold and one of the shepherds would 
effectively become the gate by sleeping across the entranceway. This 
was to keep the sheep in but also to guard against thieves. Thieves 
might climb over the wall into the sheepfold but the sheep were 
trained to respond to their shepherd’s voice alone so thieves could 
only steal what sheep they could carry off or those that were not 
sufficiently trained to their shepherd’s commands. 
   When Jesus described himself as the gate of the sheepfold, his 
audience would have immediately understood the analogy. For a 
shepherd to become the gate to the sheepfold of a night was to risk 
his life for not only his own sheep but all the sheep in the fold 
overnight. It took courage and demonstrated utter commitment. 

John 10:10 is a very famous quote from this gospel passage. Having 
life to the full does not imply life filled with every convenience, 

comfort, and wealth. Rather, it is about living a life filled with purpose 
and intent. If we fail to live with purpose and meaning then our life is a 
hollow shell of what it could be. Jesus came that we may have life—a 

life that is at its fullest when it is lived in such a way as to be an 
expression of what Jesus taught and lived. 
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